FEATURE: RADIO RAG

Apongst the usual pile of stuff that makc: up the average Spectrum pootbag wac a
letter from Duncan in Manchester, In this he gave s history of Radio Rag, the annual
station run by Manchester students which must be one of the oldest

continucusly-running free radio stations in the UK. ®

Woll, by continuous we mean on svery year at the same time:

Radio Rag is a Rag Week station run by the students at Manches- Radlo
ter University for three weekenda of the yes: around this tiwe
in aid of charity.

Radio Rag began, it is thought, back 4n 1i68 on 325n/1551kHe, R
Sinte then it has brosdcast every year withort fail except for a
1976 when 1t closed due to lack of interest. In 1980, sn PM g
servioe was introduced in mono in addition to the MW service.

In 1951, the M service (on 94.5Wiz with 40¥) went out in 22m/1 332 KH2/97 B VHF
stereo for the first tiwe, and last year used BE8.6MHr with 60W, F.0. Box 85, Manchester
MY power during this time was JOO0W.

This year the station proposes to go out cn 225m, 9C0.2MIz FM mono with 80W, 102.6Mls
P ptereo with 100W (intc a 4-element beam artenns) and €225kMs with 500W. Transmission
times should be OS00-1400 oo 19/2 and 20/2 and 2100-0900 on 28/2.

During the last night of the station, the students hold the 'Bogle Stroll': a 55-
mile walk to Chorley and back, and an O.B unit is set up with a link back to the
studio for interviews etc during the first balf of the walk: should prove interesting.
WY and PN range is cleimed to be sbout 20 miles on the aversge tranny, although this
is a rather conservative estimate. No problems have been experienced with the local
B/0 yet -probably due tc the short broadcast times— and the station formet has been
described as 'pretty good': Pop, Chart Musle, Jingles, and Rag Week adverts.

Any lattars, reparts stc should bs sent tc the stations address at P.0.Box 83,



